(33) Milk using WPC 

24. 6g of WPC "SUNLACT N-5" (containing 34.4 % protein), 
manufactured by Taiyo Kagaku Co., Ltd., and 475.4mL of water 
were mixed to prepare a sample. 0 to 1 .00 % of GNA with respect 
to the sample was mixed and dissolved in the sample and heated at 
75°C for 10 minutes. The solution was cooled to obtain 
specimens. The specimens were subjected to the organoleptic test 
to evaluate reduction of the smell and improvement of the flavor of 
the WPC. 



Addition 
amount of GNA 
(%) 
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0.05 


0.10 


0.20 
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Evaluation 
results 


0 


+ 0.6 


+ 0.7 


+ 0.9 


+ 1.3 


+ 1.5 


+ 1.7 



As shown in Table 33, the addition of GNA reduced the 
smell and improved the flavor particular to the WPC. 



Industrial Applicability 

The masking agent containing a salt of gluconic acid 
according to the present invention is remarkably effective in 
reducing flavor and /or odor particular to an oral ingestible 
product. 
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CLAIMS 



1 . A masking agent comprising a nontoxic salt of gluconic acid 
as an active ingredient. 

5 

2. A masking agent according to claim 1 for masking odor of 
an oral ingestible product. 

3. A masking agent according to claim 1 for masking flavor of 
10 an oral ingestible product. 

4. A masking agent according to any one of claims 1 to 3, 
wherein the nontoxic salt of gluconic acid is an alkali metal salt or 
an alkali earth metal salt of gluconic acid. 

15 

5. A method for masking flavor and/ or odor particular to an 
oral ingestible product by adding a masking agent according to any 
one of claims 1 to 4. 
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Declaration and Power of Attorney For Patent Application 
Japanese Language Declaration 



As a beiow named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated 
next to my name. 

I beiieve I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one 
name is listed below) or an original, first and joint inventor (if 
plura! names are listed below) of the subject matter which is 
claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention 
entitled. 

MASKING AGENT 
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the specification of which 
□ is attached hereto. 

M w«..fii^dnn FebruaiyQ, 2000 

as United States Application Number or 
PCT international Application Number 
PCT/JPOO/ 00733 and was amended on 
(if applicable). 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the 
contents of the above identified specification, including the 
claims, as amended by any amendment referred to above. 



i acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material 
to patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal 
Regulations, Section 1 .56. 
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